THE AROLITION OF THE KNIGHETS TENPLARS,

-

! I wish, first of all, to direct your attention to the

i relationship between Philip le Bel ¥ing of Trence and Pope Clement V,

l end their respective characters. On the death of Pope BenedictXI in

Boe

ﬁibo4 Philip the Fair succeeded by intrigue in raising the Archbishop
. [éf Bordeaux, described as a creature of his ovm, to the pontificr..
;chair. The new Pope removed the Holy See from Rome to France, ani mas
' consecrated there in I305 by the name of Clement V. Of the -.n new
?Gardinals then created, NINE were Irenchmen, and in al. h.e acts e

fmanifested himself the obedient slave of the French rmwvarches Thls should
be bourne in mind throughout the following events.
&

It is well known that Philip was - ae0y and avearicious
moharch. The character of Clement V. too " = Painte 1 Lr the Romish
historiaﬂs in the darkest colours. Thsy r3presen. b.m as wedded to
pleasure, eaten up with ambition, =u.4 greedy f.™ money, They &lso accuse
him of indulging in 2 criminal w trigue wivh che beautiful Countess of

Perigord, and of trafficking in holy *hinzse.

On June 6th. 276, this iev' French pontiff addressed letters
from Berdeaux to tL> (ruad las.er. of the Temple and Hospital,
gex$ressihg 2 wis to consult them with regard to the necessary measures
to be‘taken fo.' t.e reecmevy of the Holy Land. "We order you! he wrote
6 come nivver witro-t delay, with as much secrecy as posgible, and
%ith é}fe:v 1ittle retvinue, since you will find on this gide of the sea
a2 gtolicaent rurwep of your Tnights to attend upon you", The Grand

og’

Tases70of th= ".ospital declined to ocbey this surmons, but the Grand
= JRmes de lolay '
Wagter of the Templiﬂaccepted it, and unhesitatingly placed himself in

the power of the Pope and the King of France, It scems to me very

L]

- 3 g - - .— -
Ironical that his acceptance led to the abolition of the Imights
x

Tgmplars while the FHospitallers not only remained in existence but

ultimately aquired some of their Property.

At the cormencement of the year IZ07 the Grand llaster of the
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. the ChaisYian rellgion, of sacrificing to idols, and of abandoning
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(2)
‘Temple landed in France attended by sixty of his Knights, and deposited
‘the treasure of the Order which he had brought from Cyprus in the
Temple at Paris., He was received with distinction by the King, and then
?@nt to Poitiers to have an interview with the Pope, who retained him

i X
with conferences relative to a pretended expedition for the recove.y -

“the Holy Lend. Among other things the Pope proposed a union betn-=en the

Templars and Hospitallers, to which the Grand Master objected, "/hile

. these talks continued the French Eing had agents circulec:. g dark and

)

rbdious reports concerning the Templars. It was said Mt they ~.ou.<

never have lost the Holy Land if they had been goz4 Christi-ns

On the I4th., of September I307 Philiyp 1. Bel desy.rtched secret
oiders to all the baillis of the differer” .wovinece~ i France,
couched in the following extrevagant arni susurd t.Tns:-

"Philip, by the grace of God kivg af the I'rr.ach, to his beloved
and faithful knightS.seeeetce, >“iee A derloable and most lamentable
,matter, full of bitterness sua o~ ief, « r.-ustrous business, a thing
that one cannot think offi « itiout affiight, cannot hear without horror,
transgressions unhear. ~f, enormita-s and atrocities contrary to every
lseﬁtiment of human.*v, etce., t*c,y, have reached our ears." After =
‘long end extrao. iinary tirace of this kind, Phidip accuses the
Templars of irsurting ooas Christ, and making him suffer more in

thoge dav> ™a1 he s.fiered formerly upon the cross, of renouncing

th«msslves te 1. ure practices and unnatursl crimes, Ye characterises thenm
as ravishing. solves in sheep's clothing, 2 perfidious ungrateful,

idolat;ous society, whose words and deeds were enough to pollute the

earth and infect the air,

This very long letter is difficult to summarise., It continues
e being charged with the naintenance of the faith; and having

conferred with the rope, the prelates, and the barons of the Iringdom,
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sot the instance of the inquisitor, etce, etc., have decreed that
-the members of the order who are our subjects shall be arrested and
';6etaincd to be Judged by the church, and that all their real and
*épersonal property shall be seized into our hands, and he faithfully
‘;preserved 8tCey etc:tTo these orders are attached instructions
requiring the baillle and seneschols accurately to inform th(wmslves
CUuith preat secrecy, and without exciting suspicion, of t»= nvaber of
a’bousee of the Temple within their jurisdictions, They wve then >
; provide an armed force sufficient to overcome all res'stonce, @r. on
, the T5th of October are to surprise the Templars ir the'r vrucepteories,
i énd meke them prisoncrs, Then they were t~ >+ ~xaminzd eno tortured
if necessary, Thilip said "Tefore proceesdmp with .t encuiry vou are
to inform them that the Pope and ourr-l-es have bw.en convinced, by
irreproecheble teetimony, of the < ro.s and %or.dnations which
aceompany tﬁeir vows and profe-~e10'4; you “re to promise them pardon
j and favour if tVey confese che cruth, Lut if not, you are to acqueint
_ them that they will be ranemned to o~ath,* J—
' Text Philiy w.ote tc tr¢ prinecipal sovereigns of Turope
5»urgingjthem to “ollow his e@.ple. An agent named Ferncrd Paletin
wasfsent wit. 3 letter to young Bdward the Second, vho hed just

aseéendeo t.e \hrons oy Tnglend, but he refused to believe the cherges,

h

f He infoirmed I“ing Phadip that by the advice of his council he had

or..~ea the se,e.chel of Agen, from whose lipe the rumours were said

te Lﬂ%e ben grocecded, to be summoned to his presence,

- — N—

‘
RO

On the night of Cctober I3th, all the Templars in the French

Cominions were sirmulteneously arrested, as planned, and Monks were

?uﬁppoiﬂted to preach ageinst them and spread the extravagant charges,
%hich due to the superstition and eredulity of the age, were belicved,
As weeks passed thirty-six Templars perished, still meintazining with
unsghaken constancy to the very last, the entire irnnoecence of their
order, any of them lost the use of thelr fect from the application

- -
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©of the torture of fire, vhich wae inflicted in the fellowing marmer:-
thelr legs were fastened in an ironfreme, end the sclec of their fect
Wcrc greased with fat or butter; they were then placed hefore the fire,

%’%nc a gerecn was drewn backwards and forwerde, so &8 to moderate anc

‘.
*

ﬁkegulate the heat. Such was the egony produced by this roasting JLQIJtiCn,

ey —

ol

thet the victime often went raving mad., Trother Fernerde de Vide, on
" «gubsequently revoking & confession of guilt, wrung from him o this
Aescription of torment, said to the cormissery of poiiz‘. Fefbre vhom

v

! ne was brought to be examined, "They held me so long .efore & y.e’ce

v v SAw -

" fire that the flesh was burnt off my heels, two 13eces o7 on~ came

r;evwa,y, vhich I present to you.," Vany of the tor-ents were r.ovolting and
indecent, end in addition it apvears that forged le-‘exrs from the

" Grand Master were showm to the prisoner., cxhortinz Shem to confess

themselves guilty,

| On December 4th I307 crsard the Seond wrote long letters to
fthe Lings of Tortugel, Cas:.le, Arai- and Vicily defending the
;emplars and even askin; ‘hum to : turn a deaf oar to the slander of
illyngtured men, who <™ amimaced, a2s we believe, not with & zeal of
. rectitule, but with & spirit \€ cupidity end envy." A few days later
. he wrote to (e Pope expressing his disbelief of the horrible and
; detesteble ru-ours sp.ead sbroed concerning the Templars, All these
iletgééﬁ 7ere sent av*er he had exemined the seneschal of Agen
‘con¢95n;hg the trith of the charges preferrcd sgainst the Templars..
" ui@ not mow that on November 22nd the Pope had issued a bull to
him setting out at grest length.the ease-apeinst them, and cirecting
he Ii;c to hold them in the name of the Pope. Also to commit all
their }eal and personal property to the hande of certain trustworthy
7§mraon;, to be faithfully preserved until the holy pontiff shall rive
fﬁrther directions concerning it., The young king received this bull
irmediately after he had despatched his letter to the Pope, and te
wes now either convinced of the guilt of the Templars or he heoped to

turn the proceecdings against them to a profitable account, Anyway
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%e carried out this order end covered Tnglend, Ireland, Scotland and
Tales, On the €th of Jamuary 1308 , the Templars were sudcenly

,érrested and their property seized into the ¥ing's hands,
(B3
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: In the time at my disposel it is difficult to select pei-to
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. from the long and complicated events that followed., On August .’t.: the
" Fope addreeced a bull to the Inglish T"ishops cxpressing hic

¥ unmwillingness to believe the rumours being spre=d abou. tie Temylars,

? Ye continued "?ut afterwvards, our most dear son in Cnrast, Fhi.Z,,
the illustrious king of the French, to whom the (ose crires @) been

lri-111:ac1e knowm, not from motives of avarice, (sin.e e does mt deign to
aﬁply or to appropriate to himself any povtian of t»: .states of the

* Templars, ney, has washed his hands of ‘hew) but ‘Jwilamed with zeal

' for the orthodox faith ete., ete,” I ch.nk thar tuis is a good example

of the team work between the Pop: .nd the 12a],

¥

King Tdwerd in the mean ti: o. hd begun to make ffée with
their property, and on Z.%eYer 41 the Pope wrote to him on this -
'maﬁte:. The Iing serv \his she.' @ pithy reply: "As to the goods of

.lthe quplara, we have done a4/, ‘thing with them up to the present time,

: nor do we in‘rn’ vo do w.'th them aught but what we have & right to do,

; and what wo k- ow will be ¢cceptable to the liost Figh", All the seme

; a s;ﬁéicl reramble wpears to have taken place for the possession of

" the qléis ard ch:tvles of the imprisoned Templars, for to check the
Z-boigies *the Jling ordered en inquiry to be made into the value of the
jpropeépy that had been earried off.‘and the names of those vho had

L ) |

. Dy this time the total number of Templars in custody wes
“%wo hundred and twenty-nine, Many however were still at large, heving
successfully evaded capture by obliterating all marks of their
previous profescion, and some had escaped in disguise to the wild and
mountainous parts of ValesyScotland, =nd Treland, Among the prisoners

confined in thec Tower were veteran werriors who had fought to the
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:last in defence of Pzlestine, had escaped the slaughter at Acre, AR
-had accompanied the Grand I'aster from Cyprus to France, and then to

:England, only to be rewarded for their services with a cungeon, I‘any

w
'

P

iy

of the Brethren examined had been from twenty to forty-three years

a

s

in the Order, yet in I309 & pepel bull containing eighty-seven
erticlee of accusation was sent out, In Tovember that year procscdings .

,{"7 against the Order commenced in Scotland, and early in IST0 .

f;ﬁlrelando -
¢
In 1309, however, the proceedings agair.. the Ordcr 'u

¢\ Frence had teken & most extraordinary turn, Th: extrere vi-lence and
| }ruelty practised by the royal officers bw. tan to ex.!te some
» sympathy for the imprisoned knights. ""iae in spit. o. the secrecy
surrounding the proceedings. ILven C.rannt V. —~e,*ired to express
d;ssatiefaction at the conduect ~f ving Ph’liiv, and suspended the
powers of the Grond Inguisit(y, "ill°=n d¢ Paris, ond inhibited the
Tishope of Trance from tre.ne furtl.an cognizance of the affairs of
the Templers, At the tam time *.. wrote to the Fing, telling him
that he had sent *hy (irding s “erenger de Fredcli and Stephen ce
. Luay‘go his ma’esty to revrd e the persons and effects of the

maﬁbcrs of vie Order. iud that he expected the "ing ¥ irmediately

to_put tham anto #-e2* hunds, or those of the bishop his nuncio.

] s
.

, AS wept be expected Philiy wrote a very warm reply to this
l\tfff. “e wpbraided the Pope for his lukewerrmess in the czuse of
-eligion, wnd declared that he was viola&iﬁg the oath he toock at
his ZOQOBOttdﬂ?‘it‘qult“ﬁbJH“éf?ingagih" wrote the royal hypocrite,
" tofthrow such contempt upon those whom God hath sent; for our Lord

,'Isaitﬁ, 'he thet despiseth you despiseth me', "ho holy father, is the
)‘sacrilegious wretch that dares advise you to despise these prelates,
or rather Jasue Christ who has sent them?." YNeedless tc say Clement

did not venture to further impede such a zealcus servant of the Lord,

Fe cancelled the bulls theat he had prepared, end Philip then made
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& show of placing the captive Templars and their property at the

disposal of the officers of the Pope..

‘% On ey I2th I3I0 fifty-four Templars vwere hended over to the
?eculer arm, and were led out to execmtion by the Ying's officers, T.=v
&ere festened to stakes driven into the ground, surrounded by fs, To.t
_cnr‘ charcoal. They scw the torches lighted, =nd they were thon ouce
!more offered pardon and faveur if ithey would confese the ¢>."tu, They
wyevsia ed in the maintenance of the innocence of the Jvle~, and wer
.burnt to death in a most crugl menner before slow “iree, their viuices
ﬁbeinc hecrd to the last through the wreathing s 9k., ir.%i g the
b%eesing and the mercy of the Lord, and ea.lin= on th~ Holy Virgin and
,all the ssinte, All historians speck with omiretici of the heroiem
‘and intrepidity with vhich they met tarir fate.

Icre let us return to thL- )iistory vo the Order in Tngland, All
: =y \;&Q?“
,the Templars in custory in ¥’.iv -ountr' h.’ been examined sZ%erately *

.and apert, butl in substanc. had 5iven thsﬁggnﬁﬁgggnnnt of their
reception into the Ovd e, and of th. oaths that they had taken, At

wapel

firbtzﬁ;ng Tdwvard v vade tha _ufiliction of torture upon the Templars
{in ﬁ;asacminions, but the re~slution of this wezk monarch was speedily
" overcome by ‘hy ell-pcgesiul influence of the Fomen pontiff, vho vrote
;upbfnfdiug hio for ro* submitiing them to the rack, Although he then
'orderfd truem %¢ e tortured he provided that the examination should
be 90;)dhcted vivaout the FERPETUAL MUTILATION OR DISABLING OF ANMY LIMB,
g TffHOUT J» VIOLENT LFTUSION OF BLOODs

S 3 .
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A gzzzﬁi;;:‘Zéter the ing sent fresh instruections to the
°Conataile of the Tower epparently leaving things to the inquisitors,
Vput th; gaolers proved more merciful, and chowed the greatest reluctonce

té act on the orders of the Fing. So things dragged on and on, Iy the
end of llarch I3IT the Templars had been in prison in Tngland for well

over three years, Inquisitors had been sent to Ingland by the Pope, and
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+ Dby July the Templers were found to be guilty of heresy. A sort of
* compromise however was made with most of tre Templars in custody in
London. They were required publicly to repeat a form of confession
and objuration dravm up by the Pishops of London and Chichester, and

were then solemmly absclved and reconciled to the church, I woul?

- -’.‘
R T A I

like to quote part of a sentence from these terms which I contider

to be very significant "and since you have confessed that vi' cannot

¢ entirely purge yourselves from the heresies set forth . ex the

A

- o o N\ T N
 + apostolic bull," This sbsolution then spread to TCme. s in robew

¥ .‘_‘_

parte of the country, It is recorded thet some ~° the Fnirht~
¢ abeolved “"were toc old and so infirm that ther wore tacbr~ to stand,®
: A1l these renitent Templars were release’ f.owm prir~n, and directed

" to do penance in different monasterier, . us ter in.ted the

procecdings sgainst the Order of tre Temple im ™igland,

Similar measures had, °u. the mea.. 7ime, taken place in -1
parts of Christendom, It 3~ w%erestig “o record that in both
“ortugal end Cermeny the¢ Tewplsrs wmore declared to he inmnoecent, and
that in ne place sitw tel beyoid ‘he sphere of influence of the Ting
of ?rgnce end Pop. Tlement V. was 2 single Templar condermmed to cdeath,

'’ On October I6L. IBII the C.erel Coumecil of the Chureéh was convened
by the Pope “o pronom.> the sbolition of the Order, Although the '
Order vos o/ breer. up, nine fugitive Templars had the courazpge to
‘ pré;g1t thems~lyv s before the Council and demend to be heard im defence
cf‘iﬁe;r Orier, They claimed that they represented I,500 to 2,000
:émﬁiars »"s were wandering shout s fugitives ond outlaws in the
neig¥bourhood of Lyons, A letier from the Pope to King Philip stetes
thés Tact, and also fnforms us fow the holy pontiff acted. Clement
causgd them to be throwm into rrison, where they languished and died,
'ifﬂhe essembled Tathers, to their honour, expressed their diserprobetion
of this fragrant act of injustice, and most of the Council cprecd that

the members of such an illustrious Orcer ought to be heard in their

own cdefence, This did not suit the Pope or King Philip, and it
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resulted in the assembly being abruply dismisced,

At the cormencement of I3I2 the Pope summoned a private
i?onsistory, and abolished the Order by an apostolical ordinance,
R
’ perpetually prohibiting every one from thenceforth entering into it »v
L,

s, Eccepting or wearing the hebit therecf, or representing themselv s o

. be Templars, on pain of excommunication, About the middle of 1hnt year,

Brother William de la liore, liaster of the Temple in Englarc. died it is

RS

;’éaid, of a broken heart in his solitary dungeon in {-.» Tuwer, rerriating
with his last breath in the maintenance of the in=-~cence of hi~ urder,

¢ King Edward, in pity for his misfortunes, directeu the conttable cof the
waer to hand over his goods and chattels, ‘ra.ued at *he sum of

, £4=-198-1Id to his executors, to be empls’y.ad in the lijuidation of his

debts, and he commended CGeoffrey de ".2 Lee, guariian of the lands of the

Templars, to pay the arrears of ris rrison pay (28, per diem) to the

executor, Roger 'unsingon,
" JTemes de lloley
On liarch I8th I3.% the last “rand Master of the Templjkfogether

‘with three otherfeminin. "nighte 11 of whom had been in prison in
Frence for five ana « half vears, was burned to death in 2 slcw and
5llinge£1ng manner bv order o) rfhilip le Pel, who had not consulted the
' Pope or the 2c~lesiasiic.) council. lost of you know of the herrible

; fatég'tkax vefell a%.. the persecutors of our Order, Thirteen months

- aftef-\his erezotion the Pope died of dysenteyy. 17is body was placed
at nigh¢ in & cuurch at Cerpentras which caught fire, and his remains
were almost entirely consumed, Fis relations quarrelled over the immense
treasures he left, end a vast sum of money, which had been deposited
for safety in a church at Iumcca, was stolen by a daring band of

_.German and Itelian freebooters., RFefore the end of the year, Philip died
zgf a lingering disease that baffled all the art of his medical
attendants, and the condemmed criminel, upon the strength of whose

information the Templars were originally arrested, was hanged for fresh

crimes. The misfortunes of Ldward the Second, 2nd his horrible death
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.in Berkley Castle mey also be mentioned,

To save appearances, the Pope had published a bull
‘%transferring the property, lately belonging to the Templars, to the
fOrder of the Hospital of Saint John, which had aquired additional
“renown and popularity in Europe by the conquest from the infide. s Jf
. the island of Rhodes, This bull however remained for & conric>rable

periocd nearly & dead letter, and the Hospitallers never o.*sined a

sy

¢ twentieth part of the ancient possessions of the Te »lmus, "Thz hief
cause of the ruin of the Templers," remerks Fulle», "was trei.

¢ extraordinary wealtheseeesess e mey believe thay ling Shalip would

ﬁever have teken away their lives if he m) ¢h! ave token their lands

without putting them to desth, but the mfsihief wes, he could not get

the honey unless he burnt the beesg,”

During the five years .7 ‘he prce.erings against the Order,
. King Philip, the Pope, and “h. “uarope:x Jvereigns aprear to have
disposed of all the Tempiwrs orpamenis, jewels, and treasures of their
~ churches and chapels, L"+ they :'em.ined in the actual receiptf of the
vabt r§nta and revinaes of the fraternity., After the promulgation of
the bull, assiuing the prorurty of the Templars to the Hospitallers
King Philir pot forwere . elaim upon the land to the extent of two
hundred vivasnd 10.ds for the expencses of the prosecution, and Louis
Putjg, his sor, i1=quired a further sum of sixty thousand pounds from
tie éospitaliela, before he would consent to surrender the estates

irto.their v ands,e

In Ingland the "Cuardians of the lands of the Templars" were
odirec%ed to pay various pensions to the old servants and retainers of
' the Témplars dwelling in the different preceptories, and 2lso the

éxpenses of the prosecution against the Order, In I3I2 the King however
began to dispose of the property as if it was wholly vested in the
crown, 2nd made munificent donations to his favourites and friends, On

¥ay I6th the Pope a2ddressed bulls to the ¥Ying, and all the Tarls and
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Barons of the kingdom cormanding them forthwith to place the property
| late belonging to the Templars in the hands of the members of the
! gospital of Saint John, Ting Tdward and his nobles resisted this decree,
' ?énd the Fing continued to distribute the lands eand rents amongst his
: :frionds and favourites, On November 2Ist I3I3 he finally yiélded .~ ‘he
' exhortations end menaces of the Pope, &nd granted the property 1y the
_ ¥ospitallers,

i
i

;" At this period, hovever, many of the heirs = th: doncus, ~/hose
: tit4lthad been recogised by law, were in possessir: of the lancs, and
uthe Judges held that the King had no power of h.s own gorx cuthority

to transfer them to the Order of the Wospii'l, Thestruzgle continued
, between the heirs, the Vospitsllers, Pore Jrhn and <ing Edward the
Third until in IZ34 an Act of Parlder ewt confimed the statute in

favour of the Fospitsllers,

“hilst all this war guig on, *he surviving brethren of the
dissolved Order contimued ‘o be treated with the utmost inhumanity
,and‘ngglect. The ecrley~~tical (ou.cil had assigned to each of them
a pénéipn of Tourpen~ a day f.v subsistance, but this small pittance

:was'nog paid, and they were cunsequently in great denger of dying of
;hunger. The "iig and tne .rchbishop pf Canterbury both took pity on them,
}and‘t;iei ‘o rreveut ‘hem from having to beg in the streets. The

'Archt?sdop of V.rk caused many of them to be supported in the different

moroe,eries o) his diocese,

., 1llany Templars after the dissolution of their Order, assumed

a secuiar habit and blended themeselves with i¥e laity. They mixed in

“the pl;asures of the world, and even presumed to contract matrimony,

7proceedings which drew upon them the severe indignation of the Noman
pontiff. In & bull addressed to the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Pope
stigmatises these marriages as unlawful concubinages., Fe claimed that

the late Templars remained bound, notwithstanding the dissolution of thei:
order, by their vows of perpetu=zl chastity. Fe ordered them to be
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¥
* 40 men with long beards, to prevent them from being mo.'v 9vecd by Jme
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seperated from the women whom they had married, and to be placed in

‘%1fforent monasteries,

lost of the Templars had adopted the orientcl fzslion of long
Leards, and during the proscription of the fraternity, vhen the
fugitives vho had thrown off their hsbits were hunted like wild oecscs,

it appears to have been dangerous for laymen to possess beard: of more A

-

officers of justice as suspected Templars,

I have selected and arranged all the furegoing moterial from

the second edition of "The Inights Templars" B, CeGoesc’icon of the

, Inner Temple, published in I842, In a Jung .ntrodic‘ion the author

Letin, French and Norman Foe-e', from vl 2 original sources in support

states that he has "diligently sough: after ori-ic4l sources of
information, not suppressing any’nswa, I beli~~e to be true.," The

second edition was enlarged by 750 pag-+s an. contains cuotations in

‘of bis statements. I "o e not or‘d the items I have mentioned but '

A

‘meny othera of grest 1h‘érest apd I hdpe that you have found my

, paper intereatiﬁg.



